SOFTBALL RULES FOR TOURNAMENTS

SCORING RULES FOR 5/6th and 7/8th GRADE SOFTBALL CHAMPIONSHIP TOURNAMENTS
1) Each postseason game shall consist of six (6) innings for 5/6th Grade. 7/8th Grade shall be 7 innings.
2) There will be no run limit per inning. Each inning there will be no limit as to the number of runs a team can score.
3) A time limit for a game played shall be 75 minutes (no new inning will start after 75 minutes). For 7/8th Grade shall be 85 minutes (no new inning shall start after 85 minutes).
4) For 5/6th Grade a drop-dead time of 85 minutes shall be set. For 7/8th Grade a drop-dead time shall be 85 minutes. Because there are two games scheduled in an evening, a time limit must be in place to assure the second game starts and ends in allotted time. The final score will be the score as of the last full inning played.
5) If a game is tied in any inning past the 85 minute drop dead time, that full inning shall be continued to conclusion, to determine a winner. 
6) If a game is tied and goes into extra innings or a new inning past the drop-dead time, past the 85-minute drop dead time, the ‘Kansas City Rule’ will be used. The extra inning(s) shall begin, and the player who batted last in the previous inning will be placed at second base to start the next inning of extra innings. The game will continue until a winner is determined.
7) The “Mercy Rule” (the game is done at this point) will take effect as follows: When one team is ahead by 15 or more runs after five complete full innings. 
[bookmark: _Hlk71550581]8) Courtesy runners will be allowed and encouraged (but not required) for pitchers and catchers (regardless of the number of outs). The player who made the last out will be the designated runner. (This will allow the catcher to put on the gear and will allow the pitcher to rest). 
9) Teams at the 5th/6th grade level must use the rocket rule for batting order. Each player shall have at least one bat per game and shall play in the field for a minimum of two innings (six outs) per game. (With free substitution). 7/8th Grade batting order shall be by regular season rules. No Changes.
10) Hitters start with a 0 and 0 count. 
11) Bunting is allowed.
12) If a batter is hit by a pitch, the batter will be awarded a base only if the umpire determines that the batter made an attempt to avoid being hit. This is an umpire’s judgment and cannot be appealed. 
13) The overthrow rule will be as follows: At the time of the release of the throw, the batter and runners are awarded two bases. This applies to infield and outfield throws. If the ball remains in the field of play, the runner(s) advance at their own peril. 
Note – Pitch count rules for postseason games remain enforced as written in GRACEAC baseball rules. 
CHAMPIONSHIP GAME RULES: Please note: The Final Championship game shall be in rule 1 of this document, no time limit. If tied game proceeds until a winner is determined. Rules 1, 2, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 and 13 will apply for the championship game. Rules 3, 4, 5, 6 and 7 will not apply in the championship game. 

